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PPC has long supported cost-effective actions to protect and enhance fish and wildlife in the Columbia River Basin and has worked within the regional processes to support alternatives that minimize the impact of mitigation actions on the Northwest economy.

Since 1980, BPA has spent over $8 billion on its ESA and other statutory obligations to fish and wildlife.  Because BPA recovers all of its costs through rates, PPC members have contributed a significant amount towards salmon recovery and wildlife mitigation in the region.  

Biological Opinion Remand

The draft Biological Opinion – released on October 31, 2007 – is geared toward achieving long-term stability and certainty in the effort to recovery listed Columbia River salmon.  
The draft Biological Opinion differs from previous ones in the following ways:
· It is a product of the region: developed by the four Northwest states, the 7 Indian Tribes and the four regional federal agencies with responsibility for Columbia River salmon as opposed to only the federal agencies as with past Biological Opinions.  

· It includes a more rigorous scientific analysis than in prior Biological Opinions.  The draft Biological Opinion takes real and current scientific information gathered at the watershed level and applies it to the problems facing fish as they move to and from the Pacific Ocean. This has resulted in an exponential increase in our knowledge of what these fish encounter throughout their life cycles; and, provides a scientific roadmap to address the critical bottlenecks in their recovery. 

· The draft Biological Opinion includes new funding commitments over 10 years beyond those proposed in prior Biological Opinions (2000 and 2004): 
· Habitat: $450 million in additional funds 

· Hydro: fish passage and system investments to increase from $1 billion to $1.6 billion 

· Hatcheries: almost $35 million over two years for new and expanded facilities; $5 million annually thereafter for O&M 

· Predator management: an additional $700,000 per year to reduce mammal, avian and fish predation, for a total of $37 million 

· Other: $75 million/year for research, monitoring and evaluation at the outset, with a goal to move some of this to “on the ground” actions over time. 
· Draft Biological Opinion meets the requirements of the Act to avoid jeopardy. 
· Draft Biological Opinion meets the previously expressed desires of Judge Redden to include actions reasonably certain to occur. 
.
Dam Breaching

· Thorough and credible evidence does not support breaching the Lower Snake dams.  

· A comprehensive study on this issue—the Corps of Engineers’ 2002 study—concludes that dam breaching would provide uncertain benefits and would only target 4 of the 13 ESA-listed Columbia River stocks.
· At the same time, the study concludes that dam breaching would adversely affect the economy and environment, with over 3,000 MW of peaking capacity lost and increased emissions from replacement energy sources.  Increased salmon survival in recent years, coupled with greater concern about global warming, reinforces this conclusion.  
· There are far greater priorities and areas of focus in the fish and wildlife area than this issue, such as predation management, comprehensive hatchery management, and harvest impact.   Congress should focus on these areas, not on dam breaching.
